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ECO - REPORTERS: An initiative for a Joyful Planet

Context

The United Nations General Assembly adopted the Convention in 1989, on the Rights of the Child with the
aim of protecting and promoting the rights of children all over the world (United Nations, 1991).

All have the right to live in an environment that does not put them at risk. Common people and all
governments must work together to protect the planet and children's rights. Based on this resolution, the UN
Committee on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) published The General Comment No.26 (2023), a legal
document that focuses on children's rights and the environment, particularly climate change. It recognises
children's right to clean, healthy, and sustainable environment and urges all countries to act against climate
change and environmental pollution.

Children and youth are most exposed to negative environmental impacts, which threaten their rights to
health, life, food, water and sanitation, education, housing, culture, among others. Moreover, it is evident that
these impacts may continue to affect future generations for a long time to come.

To create a happy planet for children, we must listen to the voices of those affected by global crises and work
together to find effective solutions. Children must learn to communicate and tell stories because they have
the power to inspire and motivate others to act. If children learn to communicate effectively, their voices will be
heard and reach more people. Therefore, it is essential to take individual and collective action to promote
meaningful changes for the present and a better future for those who are yet to be born.

The Project

Eco Reporters — A Project is conceptualized by Terre des Hommes Suisse regarding children's rights and its
relationship with Planetary Boundaries. It is not enough for the children to know their rights but to exercise
and disseminate them for their own context and realities particularly in terms of the environment they are
living in. In this project, children and youth are trained to understand how planetary boundaries / climate risk
is posing a threat to the children's rights and understand the areas where it interferes or collides with the
same, risking their rights. Children learn in various ways, which includes — their life experiences, reading,
experimentation, listening to discussion, participation in interfaces etc. Learning is not limited to formal
education framework only.

This project is such an initiative which allows children to learn through action research. It gives them
opportunities to explore new avenues, to know about the relationship between planetary boundaries and
childrights.

Process

The project aims to engage children in the learning process of various local environmental issues and
challenges. It enables children to become warriors, to prevent environmental degradation and to address
climate change. The children explore sustainable mitigation strategies to address these issues.

Local issues were identified, children interviewed community members and other actors, took photographs
of such issues and developed news articles. A photo journal is developed for showcasing the issues of
climate change and ways to mitigate it.
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Foreword

Indian Children are actors of change to keep their mother earth protected and make their planet
healthy.

Terre des Hommes Suisse is proud to present the first ever issue of Eco Reporters' photo magazine from
India. It consists of 31 photo reports of 62 girls and boys who shared their experiences and learning about the
threats posing before their environment in which they live.

From the tribal villages of Ghatsila, Jharkhand, from the migrant community in Jangipur, Murshidabad, West
Bengal, and from the closed teagarden villages of Alipurduar, West Bengal, children are able to report the
current environment scenario which shows the impact of climate change and how it threatens children's
rights.

The relation between environment and child rights is not easy to stand by many but these child reporters
have been able to present in simple but sincere ways, how chemical fertiliser is destroying our mother earth,
river water, pisciculture and how single use plastic is the root cause of multidimensional pollution. They also
report how brick kilns are destroying the atmosphere. In this photo magazine, there are many such reports
which act as eye openers.

Children sincerely feel that this is the time when we all should wake up, act collectively and save the planet.
Terre des Hommes Suisse's motto is to strengthen children to actively participate in building a more
equitable, liveable and sustainable world that respects everyone's rights and planetary limits. Terre des
Hommes Suisse motivates children to become actors of change forimmediate reflection and action, starting
with creating their own participatory space, plant a tree, produce food in the community based organic
garden, protect animal life, reduce use of plastic, encourage responsible consumption, eat healthy, and so
on

Eco-Reporters' project is a global flagship programme of Terre des Hommes Suisse. It covers 6 countries of
3 continents Asia, Africa and Latin America.

This project not only makes us proud, but also educates us to consciously behave in a responsible way,
making this planet liveable for the next generation.

%% /'é/\/

Ashish Ghosh

Regional Coordinator—Asia
National Coordinator—India
Terre des Hommes Suisse
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Use of ideal organic fertilisers to increase soil

quality and yield

® |[bran Sk. and Samiul Sk.; Murshidabad, West Bengal

armers of Murshida-
Fbad's Barjumla Colony
village are suffering from
the consequences of exces-
sive use of chemical fertilisers.

As the wuse of chemical
fertilisers has increased in the

the crop is also increasing and
theyield is low. Due to the effect
of chemical fertilisers, the
number of earthworms in the
soil is also decreasing, as a
result of which the fertility of the
land is also decreasing. Talking

stopped, and the pond is
getting filled with water
hyacinths.

Tabjul Hossain has now started
using vermicompost (organic
fertiliser) instead of chemical

Organic fertiliser

vilages, on one hand the
fertility of the land is being
destroyed, on the other hand,
the farmers are getting only
one harvest in a year, even
though, earlier they used to get
the harvest according to the
season.

Talking to Tabzul Hossain, a
resident of Barjumla Colony
village, it was learned that due
to the regular use of chemical
fertilisers on the land, the
amount of weeds in the roots of

Murshidabad, West Bengal

to a local farmer, it was also
revealed that he had contrac-
ted a skin disease from
spreading chemical fertilisers
on the land with his bare hands.
Talking to the nearby villagers,
it was further learned that a
local pond used to produce alot
of fish. As the pond is adjacent
to the agricultural land, the
chemical fertilisers of that land
are drained into the pond, the
water of the pond is getting
poisoned. Now pisciculture
ffish farming has almost

fertilisers, as a result of which
the yield has increased slightly,
and the hardness of the land
has also decreased. However,
it cannot be used all the time as
the supply of organic fertilisers
is not high. However, if the
supply of organic fertilisers is
normal, he is always willing to
use organic fertilisers.

Speaking to Morjina Bibi, a
member of the women's Self
Help Group (SHG) in that
village, it was revealed that she




Chemical fertilisers are poisoning the water bodies, hampering pisciculture

has been making organic
fertilisers for the past two years
and selling them to the farmers
in the village. However, due to
low supply of earthworms, one
of the components of this
fertiliser, the production of the
fertiliser has currently stopped.

The use of chemical fertillselrs is éausing
skin problems

Self-He

She is trying as much as
possible to collect earthworms
so that she can deliver more
organic fertilisers to all the
farmers and at the same time
increase herincome.

Finally, both Tabjul Hossain

R R ) L
Ip Group members promote organic
agriculture with indigenous fertiliser

@ Terre des Hommes
Suisse

and Morjina Bibi appealed to
the farmers to use organic
fertilisers instead of chemical
fertilisers to maintain the health
oftheland.

"Use Organic Fertilisers,
Maintain Soil Health".

i 4 d
Ibran Sk Samiul Sk
Age : 15yrs Age : 14 yrs

3 Murshidabad, West Bengal
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Villagers trying to escape plastic rules in villages

® Salima Khatun and Sarida Khatun; Murshidabad, West Bengal

lastic pollution is a big
problem in today's
society. Despite the

repeated efforts to make people
aware of solving this problem,

S ¥

the wuse of plastic is not
decreasing. If the public is not
aware of the use of plastic and
its ill effects in the future, then
someday the whole world will
be slowly drowned in a sea of
plastic, and children's right to
live in a healthy environment
will be violated. Plastic pollution
has taken a dire shape in
several villages under

The pond is filled with plastic waste

Sekhalipur Gram Panchayat of
Murshidabad.

Tunjera Khatun, a resident of
Barjumla Colony village, said,

"Thereis no dustbin systemin
the area, so everyone throws
plastic waste in the pond next to
their house. A pond that was
usable even 10 years ago is
now ruled by plastic.”

She also said that “the memb-
ers of Shripur Mahila o Khadi
Unnayan Samity (SMOKUS)
organisation have done many

Animals are eating plastic while searching for food

Murshidabad, West Bengal

awareness programmes in our
village about plastic pollution.
But still people are not aware of
how dangerous plastic is.
Plastic does not mix in the soll

causing soil pollution and
reduces soil fertility. Burning
plastic causes air pollution.
Cattle accidentally ingest
plastic while eating waste food
often left in dustbins. As a
result, the animals become sick
and, in some cases, evendie.”

In this context, Sk Ramjan, a
resident near the plastic-filled
pond of Paikora village, said
that he is quite aware of the use
of plastic. When he goes to the
market, he takes a cloth bag
with him and disposes off the
used plastic. But the pond next
to his house is used as a
dustbin by other villagers. They
come to the pond, throw plastic
garbage, and in some cases
even burn it, resulting in
suffering forall.

He also said that no initiative
has been taken by the
Panchayat to clean this pond.
Even though the local elected

4 Gram Panchayat - Village level self-government institution




representative visited the area
last year, and several petitions
were submitted to the
Panchayat on behalf of the
villagers, there is still no
solution to the problem.

Masuda Khatun, a youth
member of Barjumla village,
said that despite being aware of
the use of plastic, she is forced
to use plastic. Because paper
bags are not used in shops,
everyone gives things in plastic
bags. So, youth groups are
conducting village to village

replace plastic bags

Salima Khatun
Age : 15 yrs
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Burning plastic waste causes air pollution

.

Paper bags made by children and yc;uth -to

awareness rallies, plays,
meetings, and youth and
children have submitted
petitions to the Panchayat.
Besides, the local shops have
been made aware of the use of
paper bags. She hopes the
Panchayat will look into this
issue in the future.

Sanjib Kumar Saha, a worker
of Sekhalipur Gram
Panchayat, said that they have
cleaned the plastic-filled drains
many times on behalf of the
Panchayat. But the villagers

g
gy e
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were not so aware. Therefore,
he called upon the villagers to
increase awareness about the
evils of using plastic. They
have arranged battery operat-
ed carts to collect plastic waste
but due to lack of space to
segregate the waste, this
process has not been started
yet. He also said that instead of
plastic, they have conducted a
campaign in the area to

increase the use of paper
packets and clay pots. He
dreams of a plastic-free zone in
the future so that future
generations can be gifted a
beautiful world.

Sarida Khatun
Age : 14 yrs

Murshidabad, West Bengal







